
Summer Reading 2014 
English IV Honors 

 
Students should take notes and/or annotate for each book. Students will be assessed on 

their summer reading with an in-class essay focused on a literary term. Students may use their 
notes for this assessment. Students should prepare the Brave New World research project on their 
own during the summer. It will be due during the first week of school. Both assessments are test 
grades. 
 

! Brave New World (Huxley) 
! Grendel (Gardner) 

and 
! Two free choice books from the following list: (Amazon reviews included to help in your 

decision) 
 
 
Stoker, Bram- Dracula 
The vampire novel that started it all.  When Jonathan Harker visits Transylvania to help Count 
Dracula purchase a London house, he makes horrifying discoveries about his client. Soon 
afterward, disturbing incidents unfold in England: an unmanned ship is wrecked at Whitby, 
strange puncture marks appear on a young woman's neck, and a lunatic asylum inmate raves 
about the imminent arrival of his "Master"-culminating in a battle of wits between the sinister 
Count and a determined group of adversaries. 
 
Shelley, Mary- Frankenstein 
The book is very different from the impressions of the story gained from movie images. He's a 
very bright college student who gets obsessed with the idea of understanding the secret of the life 
force. There is no castle, no giant lab, and no lightning storm. . . just a rented room in a student 
boarding house. The "monster" is the true hero of the book -- an ugly creature abandoned by his 
creator in the moment of his uncanny 'birth.' The story is revealed through the letters of an 
ambitious sea captain who stumbles into the final chapter of the larger story. It's a moral tale 
played out in fantastical circumstances, leaving the reader to judge who, in the end, is the true 
monster. 
 
Orwell, George- Animal Farm 
As ferociously fresh as it was more than a half century ago, this remarkable allegory of a 
downtrodden society of overworked, mistreated animals and their quest to create a paradise of 
progress, justice, and equality is one of the most scathing satires ever published. As readers 
witness the rise and bloody fall of the revolutionary animals, they begin to recognize the seeds of 
totalitarianism in the most idealistic organization—and in the most charismatic leaders, the souls 
of the cruelest oppressors. 
 
Doyle, Sir Arthur Conan- The Hound of Baskervilles 
Sherlock Holmes and Dr. John Watson discuss what can be deduced from a walking stick left 
behind by a visitor. When the visitor returns, he tells of the old legend about the hound of the 
Baskerville family and how Sir Charles Baskerville died recently. Dr. James Mortimer found the 
footprints of a gigantic hound twenty yards from the body! There have been sightings of a huge 
hound on the moors at night. A new heir, Sir Henry Baskerville, arrives from Canada to take 
over the Baskerville property; he is the last of the line. Will he meet the same evil fate? 
 
 



Stevenson, Robert Louis- The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde 
Both a thrilling page-turner and a moral allegory, it depicts the struggle between good and evil 
vying for the soul of one man. This classic endures as one of the most engrossing and thought-
provoking novels of all time. 
 
Woolf, Virginia- A Room of One's Own  
In one of the most entertaining and brilliant essays ever written on the importance of freedom for 
women, Woolf brings her literary imagination and defiant wit to bear on the relationship between 
gender, money, and the creation of works of genius. 
 
 
Research Project: 
 

Aldous Huxley used Brave New World as a means to express his concerns about the 
future of the world from his perspective in 1932. Time has shown Huxley to be very accurate in 
many ways. While he initially felt that some of the problems he warns of would not occur for 
100 years, within two and a half decades, he felt that many already existed. One can only wonder 
what Huxley would think of the world we live in if he were alive today. What similar issues exist 
today in our country or in the world? How and where are they manifested? Describe the issues as 
they exist and then examine what benefits or concerns they raise for the future.  
 

" Identify an issue that the U.S. or the world faces today and in a 3-5 page (double-spaced) 
MLA-style paper using at least two credible resources and citations from the novel, do all 
of the following: 

 
• Research the origins and causes of the issue. 
 
• Examine the pros and cons related to the issue. What are the strengths/weaknesses? What are 
the advantages/disadvantages? How does the issue help or hinder society?  
 
• Offer your recommendations for the future- consider: 1) the short term and long term impacts, 
2) solutions or alternatives to the issue, 3) problems yet unseen worthy of investigation or 4) 
steps the people and/or government must take to ensure America's future success or the world's 
sustainable future. 
 
• Relate your research to Huxley's ideas in Brave New World. 
 
 
You may select from these ideas discussed within the novel and/or you may address other 
current issues. 
 
Overpopulation  
Communication/technical advancements 
Procreation  
Society's handling of death and the dying 
Labor problems  
Prejudice  
Marriage/family  

Drug abuse 
Education  
Cloning, stem cell research, genetic 
engineering 
Economy  
 

 
 


