
Summer Reading 2014 
English I 

 
College Prep: Students should choose one book from the required reading list and one 
of their own choice. Take notes and/or annotate for each book. Complete the 
independent reading project using one of your choices. Be sure to use quotations from 
your book in your writing. 
 
Honors: Students must read I Am Malala and should choose one other book from the 
required reading list. Take notes and/or annotate for each book. Complete the 
independent reading project using the novel of your choice. Be sure to use quotations 
from your book in your writing.  
 
Independent Reading Project: Complete one of the projects listed below. Remember to 

choose a project that works well with the novel you read. This project will be due during the first 
week of school. Each project consists of a written piece and a creative, artistic piece. Projects 

will be graded based on the development of explanations, use of specific examples, word count, 
creativity, and proper use of grammar and punctuation. 

 
! Diary- Written- Choose one main character from the novel and create a diary from his/her point 

of view. The diary should span from the beginning of the novel to the end. Begin with “Dear 
Diary” and use the first person. The diary should have at least ten entries. Include: major life 
events and his/her feelings on them, his/her hopes, dreams, problems, and concerns, and what 
he/she learned throughout the novel. Artistic- Design a diary cover that reflects the inner 
contents. word count: College Prep~ 1,000-1,500 words total; Honors~ 1,750-2,000 words total 

 
! Scrapbook- Written- Create a scrapbook that reflects the many events that occur in your novel. 

Include at least ten objects (person, place, thing) that are important to the plot or the main 
character and caption each one. Each caption should describe the object and explain how it is 
significant to the plot or main character. Artistic- Create a collage of pictures representing each 
object. word count: College Prep~ 1,000-1,500 words total; Honors~ 1,750-2,000 words total 

 
! Soundtrack- Written- Choose ten songs that remind you of the novel. Then, explain how each 

song is reminiscent of what you read (because of the characters, plot, theme, setting, etc). Be 
sure to explain the parts of the novel and the parts of the song that you are connecting. Artistic- 
Design your own CD cover that reflects the songs used. word count: College Prep~ 1,000-1,500 
words total; Honors~ 1,750-2,000 words total 

 
Required Reading List: (Amazon reviews included to help in your decision) 

I Am Malala: The Girl Who Stood Up for Education and Was Shot by the Taliban 
by Malala Yousafzai  

When the Taliban took control of the Swat Valley in Pakistan, one girl spoke out. Malala 
Yousafzai refused to be silenced and fought for her right to an education. On Tuesday, October 
9, 2012, when she was fifteen, she almost paid the ultimate price. She was shot in the head at 



point-blank range while riding the bus home from school, and few expected her to survive.  
Instead, Malala's miraculous recovery has taken her on an extraordinary journey from a remote 
valley in northern Pakistan to the halls of the United Nations in New York. At sixteen, she has 
become a global symbol of peaceful protest and the youngest nominee ever for the Nobel Peace 
Prize. 
 
Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck  

They are an unlikely pair, yet they have formed a "family," clinging together in the face 
of loneliness and alienation. Laborers in California's dusty vegetable fields, they hustle work 
when they can, living a hand-to-mouth existence. For George and Lennie have a plan: to own an 
acre of land and a shack they can call their own. When they land jobs on a ranch in the Salinas 
Valley, the fulfillment of their dream seems to be within their grasp. But even George cannot 
guard Lennie from the provocations of a flirtatious woman, nor predict the consequences of 
Lennie's unswerving obedience to the things George taught him. 

 
Tuesdays with Morrie: An Old Man, a Young Man, and Life's Greatest Lesson 
by Mitch Albom  

Maybe it was a grandparent, or a teacher, or a colleague. Someone older, patient and 
wise, who understood you when you were young and searching, helped you see the world as a 
more profound place, gave you sound advice to help you make your way through it. For Mitch 
Albom, that person was Morrie Schwartz, his college professor from nearly twenty years ago. He 
rediscovered Morrie in the last months of the older man's life. Knowing he was dying, Morrie 
visited with Mitch in his study every Tuesday, just as they used to back in college. Their 
rekindled relationship turned into one final “class”: lessons in how to live. 

Fahrenheit 451 by Ray Bradbury  
Guy Montag is a fireman. In his world, where television rules and literature is on the 

brink of extinction, firemen start fires rather than put them out. His job is to destroy the most 
illegal of commodities, the printed book, along with the houses in which they are hidden. Montag 
never questions the destruction and ruin his actions produce, returning each day to his bland life 
and wife, Mildred, who spends all day with her television “family.” But then he meets an 
eccentric young neighbor, Clarisse, who introduces him to a past where people didn’t live in fear 
and to a present where one sees the world through the ideas in books instead of the mindless 
chatter of television. 

Milkweed by Jerry Spinelli  
He's a boy who lives in the streets of Warsaw. He's a boy who steals food for himself, 

and the other orphans. He's a boy who wants to be a Nazi, with tall, shiny jackboots of his own-
until the day that suddenly makes him change his mind. And when the trains come to empty the 
Jews from the ghetto of the damned, he's a boy who realizes it's safest of all to be nobody. 
 
Flowers for Algernon by Daniel Keyes 

The beloved, classic story of a mentally disabled man whose experimental quest for 
intelligence mirrors that of Algernon, an extraordinary lab mouse. In poignant diary entries, 
Charlie tells how a brain operation increases his IQ and changes his life. As the experimental 
procedure takes effect, Charlie's intelligence expands until it surpasses that of the doctors who 



engineered his metamorphosis. The experiment seems to be a scientific breakthrough of 
paramount importance--until Algernon begins his sudden, unexpected deterioration. Will the 
same happen to Charlie? 

Into Thin Air: A Personal Account of the Mt. Everest Disaster by Jon Krakauer  
A bank of clouds was assembling on the not-so-distant horizon, but journalist-

mountaineer Jon Krakauer, standing on the summit of Mt. Everest, saw nothing that "suggested 
that a murderous storm was bearing down." He was wrong. The storm, which claimed five lives 
and left countless more--including Krakauer's--in guilt-ridden disarray is an epic account of the 
May 1996 disaster. 

 
 


