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The junior year English classes focus primarily on American Literature. The 
Honors class moves chronologically from Columbus to the 20th century, with 
particular attention paid to the American Dream. 

The required summer reading texts reflect three very different eras in 
American history. Students are required to have personal hard copies of the 
texts that they can freely annotate ( see attachment on Annotation). 

! REQUIRED READING: 
 
The Scarlet Letter- Hawthorne ( you may skim " The Custom House") 
The Narrative Life of Fredrick Douglass- Douglass 
The Jungle-  Sinclair 
 

! ASSIGNMENT; DIARY 

Choose one main character from EACH novel you read and create a diary from 
his/her point of view that reveals all the major events in his/her life as well as 
his/her feelings about these events.  Include his/her hopes, dreams, problems, 
concerns, and frustrations.  Fill the diary with entries spread out over the entire 
period of time from the beginning of the novel to the end.  Begin with "Dear 
Diary," and write from the first person point of view (ex: Dear Diary, today I 
went to see my best friend and we…).  For each entry, if possible, write a 
date.  Place your entries into a cover that you create, organizing them in the 
proper order.  On the first page, include an information sheet identifying the full 
name of the character, his/her age (guess if you don't know), birthday (if 
known), where he/she lives, and any other important information about him/her 
from the novel.  Your diary should be a minimum of 7 pages, double-spaced.  
In addition, you must have a one page typed explanation explaining the major 
theme of the story, a brief explanation of the story’s character that is writing the 
diary, and what you believe your character has learned.  
 
Your diaries will be assessed according to the following rubric: 
! . 
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Rubric 

 

 

 

 

Category 4 3 2 1 Points 
Earned 

Project 
Components 

All individual parts of the project are included 
and to their fullest extent.  

 

    

Effort, 
Neatness, 
Grammar 

It is clear that much effort and time was spent 
on making the project representative of the 
novel and aesthetically pleasing. There are no 
obvious errors or messiness throughout the 
project and it is of appropriate length. 

    

Creativity The project itself shows creativity. Thought was 
put into how to develop the project and insight 
was demonstrated in the character's ideas. 

    

Analysis & 
Synthesis of 
Chosen Novel 

The project shows a deep understanding of and 
analysis of the novel, including its characters, 
plot, and themes. It is clear that the novel was 
read deeply so that ideas were developed about 
the story. 

    

Explanation The accompanying explanation is typed and 
properly formatted and provides a detailed 
overview of the project and its relation to the 
theme and character(s). 

    


