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Why do I have to read during the summer?? 

• Researchers have proven that reading increases vocabulary and that 
reading and writing skills are inextricably connected to each other. 

• Good readers make good writers. Written and oral communication is most 
effective when you have a command of language and a broad vocabulary; 
reading gives you exposure to descriptive, rich vocabulary used in well-
written and powerful phrases and sentences. 

• The accuracy and effectiveness of your communication is determined by 
your ability to read critically. 

• Reading can be one of the most satisfying and personal life-long habits 
you develop. One can read for pleasure, personal growth, knowledge, and, 
my favorite – to explore what it means to be fully human.  

 
Assignment One: How to Read Literature Like a Professor – Thomas C. Foster 

1. For every chapter (SKIP THE INTRODUCTION AND CHAPTER 27 – we’ll 
do those together later..) 

 
• Summarize the main ideas (this can be in the form of bullet points) 
• Write a short paragraph that explains how the main ideas of that 

chapter relate to a short story, novel, play, poem, or film you have read 
or seen. At least FOUR of these connections must be to the texts you 
are reading this summer. Be prepared to share these connections 
during the first week of school. 

 
 
Example: (and you cannot steal this!) 
 Chapter One: “Every trip is a Quest (Except When It’s Not)” 
 Main ideas: 

• A quester, a place to go, a reason to go there 
• Quester encounters challenges and trials that, while difficult and often painful, 

help him/her on the journey 
• Ultimate reason for the quest is to gain self-knowledge 
• CONNECTION: In Homer’s The Odyssey, the epic hero Odysseus goes on a 20-

year quest to return home to Ithaca after the Trojan War. It takes Odysseus so 
long to get home because he offends Poseidon, the sea god, by blinding his son 
and then boasting about the deed. During his journey home, he encounters 
seductive women like Circe and Calypso, mythical challenges like the whirlpool 
Charybdis, and the man-eating monster, Scylla. He even has to take a trip to the 
land of the dead. During his quest, Odysseus learns about the importance of 
humility and patience. Once he learns these lessons, he is able to return home, rid 
his house of the thieving suitors, and live the rest of his life in peace with 
Penelope and Telemachus. 
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Assignment Two: Read each of the following novels: 
 
Crime and Punishment – Dostoyevsky 
 
Frankenstein – Shelley 
 
Brave New World – Huxley 
 
FREE CHOICE - want to read another classic? Go ahead. What about Pride and 
Prejudice by Jane Austen?  How about a contemporary best-seller? Go ahead. Check the 
list on Collegeboard.com for Great Books recommended for college-bound readers.  
Some suggestions – The Book Thief – Zusak (book NOT movie!) 
            Life of Pi - Martel 
           The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian – Alexie 
 
YOU MUST: 
 
Keep a journal to record what YOU need to remember about this text. Now, please 
remember what we will use these journals for – not only does this count for your first 
test grade, but we will refer to these for quizzes, essays, etc. (Hey – do I really need to 
say that this should be YOUR OWN WORK and NOT a summary printed off Sparknotes 
or Cliffnotes or anybody else’s notes??) So make your journals personal – I don’t need to 
reread the entire story, but perhaps you need to keep a detailed account of the action so 
you will remember. Also, you will use these notes to prep for the AP exam NEXT MAY. 
We read so much that you will need to refresh your memory. This can be an actual 
journal made out of paper, or a digital one. These journals can be not only a summation 
of the story, but your impressions of the characters. Do you understand, question, detest a 
character’s actions? Why? Ask questions we can attempt to answer in class. I hate this 
character because…I don’t understand this part…This reminds me of…I can relate this to 
How to Read Literature because…Get the picture? Good. I would also suggest buying 
these texts so that you may make annotations as you read. We will be doing this all year, 
so get used to it.  
 
Assignment Three: Start your binder for the year – one section must be for vocabulary. 
YOU MUST FIND AND DEFINE AT LEAST 50 WORDS FROM THE SUMMER 
READING. Come prepared with these when we return.  
 
 
Have a great summer – I look forward to working with you! 

 
(Other texts to be read during the year include: A Doll’s House, Beowulf, Hamlet, 
Macbeth, A Raisin in the Sun, The Glass Menagerie, The Road, The Stranger, 
Waiting for Godot, and anything else I can think of…) 
 


