
     Welcome to the first edition 

of the Immaculate Times! 

After a year and a half of wish-

ful thinking, this newspaper 

has finally seen the light of 

day. With a core team of 16, 

the newspaper is a strong 

group of writers that believe in 

writing stories for the students 

by the students. We under-

stand that news can be bor-

ing, but we want to change 

that. All of this is for you, and 

we hope you enjoy it! 

       This is only our first issue 

and we plan on expanding to 

bigger and better things. If this 

paper doesn’t fulfill your ex-

pectations, please, let us 

know! We’d love to know how 

we can improve ourselves ! 

 - Rachel Giorgio 

 

Letter from the Editor 

By Rebecca Vodola 

     The Immaculate boys’ bas-

ketball team is on fire this 

season. They have collected a 

sixteen game winning streak, 

a nearly flawless record, and 

many fans. But they haven’t 

been acting alone. The newly 

named cheering section, the 

“Stable”, is gathering huge 

support from the IHS student 

body.  

     The Stable, formerly called 

the Pit, is the cheering section 

for the boys’ Varsity basketball 

team. The group attracts be-

tween 50 and 100 people 

each game. Often times the 

group will pick a theme for a 

game, such as a black or 

white out. This requires Stable 

participants to dress in a cer-

tain way in order to show their 

support for the team. Recent 

themes include pajamas and 

a ‘classy’ theme, meaning 

formal black and white dress 

was necessary. The Stable 

can often be heard cheering 

for the team, even calling for 

players to be taken off the 

bench.  

     “It really helps to boost the 

guys’ morale,” says one junior 

participant. “I think just know-

ing that they have so much 

support behind them really 

helps.”  

     Well, the Stable must be 

doing something right, as the 

boys have only 

one loss on their 

record. The 62-

59 loss to Wes-

ton on February 

10 is the only 

imperfection in 

their arsenal, 

with more than 

20 wins. The most recent win 

was Tuesday, March 13 ver-

sus Northwestern Regional, in 

which the boys conquered 

state semi-finals. 

     “It shows that everyone in 

our school is really close, that 

we really care about each 

other,” a sophomore adds, 

“That’s the best part about 

the Stable.” 

     Check back here for a com-

plete review of the boy’s sea-

son in our next edition. 
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     Track and Field is one of the 

world’s oldest sporting activities. 

The first organized Track-and-

Field meet was in 776 BC in 

Greece, but today, high schools 

everywhere compete in Track 

and Field. It’s not easy either. It 

takes determination, strength of 

mind, and the strong willpower 

to withstand the pressure in 

order to succeed. In addition, 

the outcome of the race de-

pends on the effort and training 

put in. Running, sweating, push-

ing your body to its breaking 

point is what gets you far. Wait-

ing in your starting blocks, wait-

ing for the gun to go off, help-

lessly wondering, ‘Am I going to 

be-come a champion, or a fail-

ure?” Before you can answer, 

the gun goes off. Faster and 

faster your heart begins to beat. 

You push yourself to the point 

Kapetanopoulos, Despina Drou-

gas, Maggie Christe, and Maeve 

Reilly, got a SWC record. Maggie 

also set the SWC record for the 

mile. A few other highlights of 

the track meet include Andre 

Chappuis winning the 55m dash 

and Jess Wojnicki, Alexandra 

Kaelsin, and Carly Schuyler plac-

ing in the top three for the two 

mile. The team then went to 

States and got second place 

before  Maggie Christe, Alexan-

dra Kaeslin, Maeve Reilly, Andre 

Chappuis, and Jess Wojnicki 

moved on to New Englands. 

Some of our players even con-

tinued on to nationals! 

     Indoor track is at its end, but 

this spring outdoor Track and 

Field is recruiting anyone that 

would like to join. Just keep an 

ear out for announcements! 

where your muscles are aching 

and your body feels numb. This 

300m race seems like eternity. 

As friends cheer you on, the 

once shy student, becomes 

confident.           

     Immaculate High School has 

a superb track team. We all 

work together to get points for 

our school in hopes of getting 

first place. For the first time in 

history, Immaculate won the 

SWC’s just a few weeks ago! 

More recently, some of our own 

athletes even moved on to New 

Englands. We have all become 

stronger—and faster—and we 

have a great new group of fresh-

men. Immaculate made a few 

records at this recent SWC 

meet. Freshman Maeve Reilly 

got the SWC record for the 

600m race. The girls Sprint 

Medley Relay, including Georgia 

Going the Distance By Despina Drougas 

     Team. A simple word that has 

so much more meaning than 

meets the eye. A team, by defini-

tion, is a group of individuals 

who band together to complete 

in an organized activity, like the 

girls basketball team. We are 

bound by our love of the game. 

Yet, we are so much more than 

a group of individuals. We would 

be in that gym until night playing 

and growing together and hav-

ing fun. We endured tough loses 

and shared in great victories. 

We would support and push 

each other to do better and to 

keep up as we faced the hard-

est of challenges – Fitz. But we 

weren't always this close. We 

started off as strangers or peo-

ple we knew from class yet 

never talked to before. As the 

season progressed, we got to 

know each other better, learned 

how to work together, and be-

come the team that we are to-

day. Now that the season is 

over, I can honestly say that we 

have become more than a team. 

We have become friends and, 

most importantly, a family. This 

season gave me experience as a 

player and gave me the pleas-

ure of becoming friends with 

some amazing girls. We have 

shared lots of memories and 

laughs that I will always remem-

ber. 

A Day in the Life of a Lady Mustang By Alexia Ferreira 



      The drama club is very ex-

cited to present their second 

production of the year, “Harry’s 

Hotter at Twilight.” The show is 

composed of parallel storylines 

parodying the two major books 

and movie franchises, “Harry 

Potter” and “Twilight”. The char-

acters in each story have been 

changed to reflect their true 

selves.  

     The first story mocks Harry 

Potter’s quest for the Elder 

Wand with a quest for the 

“special carrot”. Hermione, fit-

tingly named Uptight Know-It-All 

Girl Wizard, and Post-Pubescent 

Guy Wizard, more commonly 

known as Harry, need the carrot 

to defeat “Moldywart”.  

     Parallel to this twisted story-

line, we have Jacob, appropri-

ately named Hot Shirtless Guy, 

and Edward. Both are vying for 

the attention of Stella, who por-

trays Kristen Stewart’s “acting 

style” perfectly. Together, these 

three characters must defend 

themselves against Euphoria, 

the vampire intent upon killing 

Stella.   

     Both stories are filled with 

many creatively funny substitu-

tions, and come together for a 

hilarious ending.  Come to the 

drama club’s production of 

“Harry’s Hotter at Twilight” on  

March 22nd and see how these 

two paths intersect! 

Is Harry Hotter at Twilight? By Rebecca Townsend 

they are really different. Here, 

the classes are smaller. In 

China, in my school, we have 65 

students in a class. We sit in the 

same classroom for the whole 

day, waiting for teachers to 

come and teach us. So our 

classes have teachers moving 

around to find the classroom 

and students stay there. 

Q: Is there anything you don’t 

like about being here? Do you 

miss home? 

A: Actually, I don’t have anything 

that I absolutely “don’t like”, 

because sometimes I know I just 

cannot really adapt to the whole 

environment. And I learned a lot 

from these little “uncomfortable 

things”. It is also a part of the 

reason why I came here. Think 

about it, nothing is really annoy-

ing; they all let me know more 

about this country. And about 

missing home, sometimes I 

really do, because it is really 

hard to suddenly live without all 

of the friends and family. It is 

getting better because I will 

know new people and get used 

to it. 

     Ruilin really has a very posi-

tive outlook on her life here. Her 

attitude is one that all of us 

should embrace. Ruilin is very 

friendly and the IHS family is 

very happy to have her. 

 

     Here is a reflection with 

Ruilin, one of our sophomore 

exchange students, after the 

first semester. 

Q: How do you like Immaculate 

so far? 

A: Of Course! I loves this 

school!!! 

Q: Do you enjoy being in Amer-

ica? 

A: Yes, America is kind of differ-

ent from China and it is good to 

try something different. I like to 

see the different culture and 

life-style. 

Q: Do you like the classes here? 

Are they similar to the classes in 

China? 

A: I like the classes here and 

A Look at Ruilin Li by Sarah Girardot 
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ful, they told stories, stories of 

Jesus, stories of Mary, stories of 

saints and stories of life. The 

window behind the altar in the 

far back of the church were 

bigger than the others, more 

colorful. The lights were dancing 

in blue, red, yellow and green 

and it made the altar seem spe-

cial, magical almost 

     I had gone in to simply pray 

for my family and for me, so that 

we could someday be free of 

this slavery we got bluffed into. 

As I had stepped through the 

heavy wooden doors and 

smelled the old musky scent, I 

continued walking through the 

corridor leading to the altar, 

passing empty, rotting pews, 

each step echoing through the 

building. I kneeled down in front 

of the steps leading to the altar 

and breathed out, closing my 

eyes. The cool air soothed me, 

making my medium length 

brown hair flutter a little bit. I 

licked my lips and folded my 

hands together, leaning them 

against my chest and lifted my 

head, my closed eyes facing the 

church’s roof. I was sitting to-

wards the rotten wooden altar 

and whispered, “Please. Help 

us. Let us finally be happy,” I 

continuously whispered my 

prayers until I heard a creak. 

When I looked back down all I 

saw was light flowing. 

 

     Congratulations to Rebecca 

from all of us here at the Im-

maculate Times! 

     IHS sophomore Rebecca 

Shvartsman recently won sec-

ond prize in the Pen Women of 

NOB Hill writing contest.  The 

following is just an excerpt from 

the prize-winning short story. 

 

     “Happiness always looks 

small while you hold it in your 

hands, but let it go, and you 

learn at once how big and pre-

cious it is,” Those words a boy 

had once told me in a small, 

abandoned, wooden church 

many years ago. I had entered 

the big building through heavy 

wooden doors during a sunny 

afternoon. It was an old church, 

big and empty, enlightened by 

colored sunrays entering 

through the stain-glass windows. 

The windows were big and color-

Feliz by Rebecca Shvartsman 

Is this little girl: 

 

 A. Mrs. Raymond 

 B. Mrs. Grover 

 C. Mrs. Arsenault 

 D. Mrs. Sorcek 

 

Find the answer on the back of 

this issue! 

Guess Who…. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Three little girls are having a 

tea party in a small room when 

they suddenly jerk to attention. 

They get to their feet and begin 

to move to the windows on the 

far wall, smashing their tea set 

as they go. As they throw them-

selves out, the camera pulls 

back to reveal the Woman in the Woman in the Woman in the Woman in 

BlackBlackBlackBlack. 

     Thus begins the new horror 

film starring Daniel Radcliffe. He 

portrays Arthur Kipps, a widower 

struggling to raise his son and 

close to loosing his job. He re-

ceives an assignment from his 

law firm to go to a small town to 

collect a dead woman’s papers. 

The locals tell him that the 

house he is traveling to is 

haunted by a ghost. She’s called 

the Woman in Black and she 

kills the town’s children as a 

twisted form of revenge. When 

Kipps finds out she is real, he is 

determined to stop her before 

his son arrives in town at the 

end of the week. 

     The film is excellent, combin-

ing modern sophistication with 

the exaggerated feel of Hammer 

horror films. The beginning is 

slow, but about halfway through, 

the film becomes a fast-paced 

thrill ride leading up to the very 

(brutal) end. The cast of this film 

is also fantastic, especially 

Daniel Radcliffe, who is compel-

ling as Arthur Kipps. The only 

problem is that Kipps is a man 

who would be much older than 

Radcliffe. Because Radcliff 

looks barely twenty, it is a bit 

distracting. 

     In conclusion, the film is 

solid, and is sure to give you a 

scare. It packs a punch and will 

stay with you for awhile. I give it 

a 4.75 out of 5, Radcliffe’s age 

being the only detraction from 

an otherwise good film. 

by Jack Guidera 
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by  Andrea Rivera-Luna 

     The Immaculate Times de-

cided to do an interview with a 

well-known band in the school. 

The band is called “Dear New 

Kid” and includes freshman 

Andrew Rosenblum on drums 

and sophomores Mike Burns, 

Ben Loya, and Mike Hudak on 

bass, guitar, and as the lead 

singer. I interviewed Mike Hudak 

for his input on their success. 

Q. Your band, “Dear New Kid,” is 

pretty famous and honestly, 

quite talented. How did it all 

start? 

Mike Hudak (MH): Well, Andrew 

Rosenblum and Mike Burns 

were formerly in another band. 

They both decided to leave that 

band and form a new one, so 

they asked me join them. Even-

tually, Ben Loya was brought 

into the band and “Dear New 

Kid” was formed. 

Q. Who are some of your inspira-

tions for music (i.e. other bands, 

music icons, etc.)? 

MH: Some of our inspirations 

would be Mayday Parade, the 

Rolling Stones, Elton John. 

Q. How do you guys come up 

with new ideas for songs? 

MH: Our ideas mostly come 

from situations that happen and 

things people say. 

Q.  Is there anyone in particular 

that you would like to thank for 

your success? 

MH: We would like to thank the 

people that show up to our con-

certs and the people that keep 

listening. Alex Porta should be 

thanked too, because he’s our 

biggest fan. Literally. 

Q. Any last thoughts for the 

readers? 

A. Keep listening, really get into 

music, don’t let any generations 

of music die, and most of all, 

have fun. 

     So for those of you looking 

for some new bands to listen to, 

check out “Dear New Kid”! It’s a 

quality band with quality people. 



Questions? Comments? Contact us at fromroo2u@aol.com 

We’d love to hear from you! 
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Calling all writers! 

Have you dabbled in the literary 

arts? Have you dreamt of seeing 

your work in print? Submit your 

creative work today and you may 

just see it in the Immaculate 

Times! 

B. Mrs. Grover 


