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Good evening Honorable Mayor Boughton, Mr. Joseph Draper, Sister Marilyn 

Muldoon, Mary Maloney, MaryAnn Foncello,  faculty, staff, parents, friends and of 

course you, the Immaculate High School Class of 2017.  

 

Before I officially begin my speech to you - the newest graduates of Immaculate High 

and now my fellow alumni, I need to have a quick word with your parents.   

Although I did not have the chance to teach every one of your sons and daughters, I 

have spent considerable time with most of them in some way, shape or form.  

Whether in the classroom, in mass, in an assembly, in the gym or even walking down 

the halls, your children are a constant reminder of why I have chosen to do what I do. 

Just a few days ago, some of your children were chatting with me about their recent 

beach adventures.  They were laughing about sunburns and jumps into the ocean.  My 

immediate reaction was to warn of the dangers of skin cancer and although obviously 

much too late, I reminded the students how dangerous it can be to dive into shallow 

water.  One of my students immediately said to me “my goodness Mrs. Henry, you 

need to relax.”  I smiled and said “ah……Just wait until you become a parent.’  Or, I 

muttered under my breath,  “a teacher”.   

 

You see four years ago, your children officially became our students.  But over time, 

somehow, someway we begin to refer to them as “our kids”.  I know that I go home 

and tell stories of them at night ALL THE TIME……often starting with “wait until you 

hear what one of my kids did today.”   

My own children don’t even bat an eye.  They get it. They know, that each and every 

morning I go to work with my other family, my Immaculate family.  And so, I thank 

you ALL, for entrusting us, the faculty and staff of Immaculate High School with your 

children each and every day.  Thank you for letting all of us in on your son’s or 

daughter’s journey and for supporting US along the way.  I know I speak on behalf of 

my co -workers when I tell you that it has been a privilege and (on most days) a 

pleasure to deal with their laughter, their smiles, their successes, and even their 

tears, their heartache, their tantrums, and their back sass.  You should be infinitely 

proud of your student today and I applaud you on raising kind, loving, smart, hard-

working, fun, energetic, successful young adults.  I think your kids  - “our kids” - are 

pretty darn great.  
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And so to you -  “our kids”: 

 

It is truly quite something to stand up here tonight having to deliver this speech. I 

would thank you for the opportunity but I am not exactly sure that I am feeling 

grateful for the experience.  In fact, I am certain that what I AM feeling is much 

closer to panic, insecurity and anxiety.  However, in between the nervous butterflies 

and seriously shaking knees, I can appreciate how neat it is to be delivering this 

speech 25 years almost to the day that I graduated from IHS.  And, cooler yet, to 

have returned to teach at Immaculate four years ago, beginning a new journey myself 

on your very first day of freshmen year.  In this way, I will always have a special 

connection to your first day at immaculate, and now, to your last.  

 

In between that first day and now……your last…..there have been 1,372 total days.  

And in that spread of days, you, have collectively accomplished a lot.  

 I should know.   

You asked me to recommend you for practically every job, award, volunteer 

opportunity, service organization, college and university you have ever applied to.  I 

feel like out of those 1372 days, I probably spent close to 1372 days writing letter 

after letter on your behalf.    I filled out a ton of guidance evaluations extolling your 

many virtues. I wrote countless letters telling the National Honor society, the Key 

club, and the PASS program why you would be the perfect member.  You have used 

my name and number on many a job application, volunteer form and summer camp 

enrollment from here to China…..literally.   I have vouched for you, bragged about 

you, I have even gone so far as to suggest to my sons that they marry some of you!  I 

pretty much tell anyone that will listen just how great you all are.  

You are, for all intents and purposes, this teacher tested, this mother approved.   

 

And so now, here we are.  The time has come.  Those letters worked.   You are 

headed off into the world and must now go put those words to action.  It is time for 

you to prove me right and show this world what you’ve got.    

But, before you go………one last letter of recommendation.   
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From the desk of Mrs. Henry                                                    May 31, 2017 

 

To Whom It May Concern,      (that’s you!) 

I am writing this letter to you, the graduates, on behalf of and in support of this 

thing called Life……otherwise known as the “future”.   I have had the pleasure and 

privilege of getting to know Life for a little over 43 years now and can say with the 

utmost confidence that Life is truly an amazing, exciting, beautiful, buckle your 

seatbelt kind of ride.  You may have heard about, even experienced, some of its lows, 

sadness, failures, bumps.   I write this letter in hopes you will always overlook life’s 

weaknesses as you will never regret taking on Life and all that it has to offer.  This is 

the strongest and most important letter of recommendation I could ever write.  

In terms of marketable skills, Life’s are innumerable.  At the top of this list and 

perhaps best known would be Life’s use of time.   When it comes to time management, 

Life is quick and efficient, consistently winning all sorts of awards for “Passing You 

By’ and for “Moving at the Speed of Light”.  If you do, in fact, accept my 

recommendation and decide to take on Life with all you’ve got, I suggest you sometimes 

step in and manually apply the brakes. Such action will ensure you live Life to its fullest 

potential.  Thankfully,  Life is open to  constructive criticism and responds swiftly to a 

number of things including but not limited to:  smelling the roses, unplugging your 

phone, visiting your grandparents, writing a thank you note, reading a book “just 

because”, paying it forward, making social moments, and not social media.   

At the same time, Life is extraordinarily persistent. It will put its head down 

and move forward, no matter what you throw at it.  This persistence will come in 

quite handy particularly when times get tough.  Life is a mover and a shaker and its 

forward progress should always remind you NOT to dwell on the past.  Mistakes and 

failure NEVER last long.   Learn from them, and I mean LEARN from them, but 

then….GO!  DO NOT look back.  Even through those tough times that seem to last 

FOREVER….like organic chemistry, labor and delivery, heart break, a visit to your in-

laws,……always  remember, Life keeps going, and so should you. 

In addition to Life’s agility and persistence, it should be noted that Life works 

extremely well with others.  In fact, I dare say, Life works best with others.  Life has 

a way of bringing people in and out of your life on a regular basis…and interestingly 

enough, very often when you need them most.   Meet new people, widen your circle.  

Surround yourself with those that bring the best out in you and those that will always 

tell you the truth.  Watch out for those who tell you only what you want to hear.  I 
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promise you, they don’t really want what is best for you.  They want what is best for 

them.  And never forget to engage with those that challenge you.   You will ALWAYS 

learn more about yourself when you are uncomfortable.  As far as friends go, keep 

those precious few you are lucky to collect as close as possible and treat them like 

the most fragile and delicate piece of glass you can imagine.  A true friend is very 

rare and precious and irreplaceable.  But the secret is, Life works best when you 

treat everyone like they are very rare, and precious and irreplaceable.  Make another 

Life better while working on your own?   Suddenly you find that Life has given you 

more than you ever expected.     

Academically speaking, Life is very well-qualified carrying both a Bachelor’s 

degree in Uncertainty and a Doctorate in Unpredictability.  Fortunately Life also 

holds a Ph. D in medicine and can heal the wounds inevitably brought on by Life’s ups 

and downs.  For example, Life can and will cure many of your eye problems with a 

corrective procedure called hindsight.  At some point, you will most certainly undergo 

this eye surgery and Life will fill you in on what you may have missed the first time 

around.  Knowing this, try to keep your eyes wide open. Look around and be aware. 

Try not to judge harshly those with a different vision.   The truth is, there is always 

going to be more than one way to look at a problem.  There are always three sides to 

every story….his side, her side and the truth.  Try and see things from every 

perspective BEFORE you require the surgery.   

Life’s medical skills also include expertise in the treatment of a variety of 

cardiac conditions.  Combined with its award winning time management skills, Life 

truly knows how to heal and mend a broken heart.   SO, Love with reckless abandon.  

Fall in love and fall in love a lot.  Never proceed with caution in matters of the heart.   

Turns out, heartbreak hurts - no matter how hard you love.  So if it’s gonna get 

broken, it may as well be worth it.   And then, with time, Life will put your heart back 

together, miraculously making it even bigger and better for the one true Love it has 

been waiting for.    

 And finally, Life is extraordinarily giving.  No recommendation about Life 

would be complete without reference to its infinite and limitless generosity.  Life will 

always give you everything it’s got….. as long as you are willing to work for it.  I 

promise you, if you approach Life with a sense of entitlement, a sense that Life owes 

you a thing it is guaranteed to underperform.  So, always be willing to give more than 

you take.  There is no such thing as a job too small and anything worth doing is worth 

doing well. Do not cut corners.  Do not cheat.  You may win Super Bowls by cheating, 

but you will never win integrity.   Go STEELERS.        



5 
 

Truly, when it comes to my honest opinion on all things life, I give it my 

highest recommendation.   In my 43 years so far, I have been pretty blessed and have 

learned a lot.  But let me be clear.  I am in no way saying I am an expert on the 

subject.  I have actually found that the very second I think I have it figured out, Life 

throws a curve ball.  So get ready to catch and continually seek out the 

recommendations of others.  Find people you trust and seek their advice.   Start with 

your parents.  Read and listen to their letters. They are and will continue to be your 

most qualified and knowledgeable references.  Go to mass and listen to THOSE 

letters. That guy REALLY knows what he is writing about.  His letters of 

recommendation will give you peace and comfort and possibly the answers you may 

be seeking.     

And lastly, try to live a life worth recommending.  Get writing your own letters 

and promise to keep in touch.  I look forward to hearing OF you.    

         

Sincerely,  

Mrs. Bridget Henry 

Writer of recommendations 

Lover of Life 

The biggest fan of the class of 2017 – Congratulations on a job well done.  

P.S.   one last thing…. 

Thank you.  Thank you for becoming such an important part of my life for the past 

four years.   I did not go into teaching for the money.   However, if your smiles, your 

laughter, your thanks are the currency by which I measure wealth, then I am a 

millionaire,    I have amassed a fortune.   Go make a life that makes you feel like a 

millionaire, even when the bank accounts says something different.  



It has been a wonderful experience serving as your principal and president 
this past year.  Witnessing how you have evolved into such tremendous fine 
young men and women is a gift that will be treasured always. 

Giving thanks to those who have helped you along way in manners both 
large and small, visible and unknown should not go unnoticed.  Many 
thanks to our Bishop, Most Reverend Frank Caggiano and to the staff at the 
Office of the Superintendent of Schools; to our Pastors and Parish 
communities for believing in you and in our school mission; to your parents 
for the many sacrifices they have made and will continue to make on your 
behalf; to our amazing faculty and dedicated staff who have gone beyond 
the norm to ensure that you experienced success; to our extremely 
dedicated members of our School Advisory Board whose selfless 
contributions impact the viability of your to soon to be alma mater; our 
fabulous alumni community and the many local community supporters 
who help sustain all that is great about Immaculate High School.  As the old 
African proverb states, “it takes a village”… each and every one of their roles 
has been fundamental and instrumental in shaping who you are now and 
what you can be in the future. 

I knew when I first arrived at Immaculate that there was something unique, 
something very intangible and something very special, something about 
your class - despite your differences - that defines you as very caring, proud 
and talented members  of the Immaculate family.  Did you know that last 

President Speech  - Mary Maloney



night we awarded $57,000 in college awards, grants and scholarships and 
that collectively, 90% of you have already received $19 million dollars in 
scholarships, grants and awards AND that there is possibly more that will 
be distributed to some of you in the next two weeks?  In addition, this class 
has one of the highest percentage of Presidential Volunteer Service Award 
recognitions with a total of 4,589 service hours for this year alone! 

You are about to graduate and are about to be our hope to change the world 
into a better place for all.  Daunting words, but you can do it! How? 

Don’t be afraid of failing. 
At this point, you have experienced some minor and perhaps what you 
considered major failures.  You will fail and most likely will fail often as you 
continue your journey. At times it will be painful and discouraging. Take 
those experiences and trust in God to be your foundation. Keep your moral 
compass steadfast and true and you will shake mountains. 

Always keep a sense of humor. 
Acquiring responsibilities is a serious matter but, in reality life is actually 
funny.  You are too young to be too serious all of the time. Always seek to 
find that laughable moment and know what isn’t funny. Don’t forget to 
laugh at yourself, laugh with others and bring joy to others in your every 
day experiences.  Laughter is contagious, it actually reduces stress, and, in 
no uncertain terms, just makes the world a more joyful place. 



Get over worrying and keep moving forward. 
For many, change in any shape or form brings worry, concern and an 
uncomfortableness.  Don’t let that happen to you!  Take risks that may 
challenge you to be a better person, to learn that you may have judged 
another person incorrectly, to discern how to improve what is happening in 
your everyday school or work life and in the lives of others around the 
world. Remember that change is opportunity. 

Meet life’s challenges head on! 
It is my hope that you have gained some confidence in being able to take on 
some real world challenges.  If you reignite your prayer life, rely on others 
and keep an open mind and open heart, you will overcome what seems 
momentarily insurmountable.  You can transform challenge into positive 
change.  

Be your very best even in the worst of moments. 
The easier path for some is to criticize what is wrong about something or 
someone.  You may fall victim of that or you may find yourself involved a 
decision that goes wrong. Your challenges will require you to recognize why 
things went wrong. Rely on the intercessions of our Blessed Mother and 
those you trust to help in make the worst moment a teaching moment. 

Lastly, Be flexible. Be reflective. 

Your generation, unlike others, is entering a world in which the top 
careers have yet to be discovered. We are facing unprecedented 
challenges in our own country as well as abroad.  Social media, 



iTunes, Facebook, Twitter were new a few years ago, were different 
and radical at their time of introduction but are now the fabric of our 
lives and will be replaced with other innovative ideas.  Keep constant 
your basic principles and truths to stay strong if changes in the norms 
of our society are questionable. 

You, the Class of 2016 are soon to be commissioned to change the world by 
making a positive difference.  Although your certificates, your diplomas 
may gather dust on a shelf or drawer, the memories and the friendships 
associated with your accomplishments will always be remembered. Your 
success will not be determined by how much you own -the car you drive, 
your house, the cash - but how you live and love. Always try to understand 
the way other people feel. Rise to the challenges that you will face, hold true 
to yourself, your humanity, your work ethic and, most importantly, your 
faith. Because of you, our future is bright. Thank you for allowing me and 
everyone at Immaculate High School share a small portion of your journey. 

May God continue to bless each of you. 



Valedictorian Speech – Nicole DiMauro  
 

I'll admit that when I sat down to write this speech, I had no idea what I intended to say. 

Finding the right balance of the elements in a speech can be difficult. Finding the right balance 

of the various elements in your life is no different, but it can be done. All of us graduating today 

have managed to find the blend of academics, athletics, extracurriculars, and social activities 

that best suits each of our individual personalities. And we've not only balanced all of these 

activities; we've excelled at them. If our years in high school are one chapter of our lives, it has 

certainly been an eventful one. 

 

 Over the four years that we've been at Immaculate, our class has accomplished much. 

Many of our sports teams qualify for state and conference tournaments and some even go on to 

win those. Our fine arts department consistently produces dramas and musicals that are 

nominated for awards every year. Other extracurricular clubs and teams perform admirably in 

numerous competitions. A number of our classmates have been recognized for their individual 

achievements as well. Furthermore, as a class, we have dedicated countless hours to 

community service, our way of enriching the community that gives us so much opportunity. Our 

class may be small, but through our combined efforts, we fulfill whatever objectives we set for 

ourselves. 

 

 However, none of what we do would be possible without the support of our parents and 

family, the faculty and staff of Immaculate, and the school's many volunteers and benefactors. 

Throughout our entire lives, we have always had someone to provide us with guidance, 

knowledge, and wisdom. I'd like to take this moment to thank our parents for loving us 

unconditionally and supporting us in all of our endeavors, our teachers for imparting their 

knowledge to us, our mentors and coaches for always encouraging us to strive for perfection, 

and all our other role models who have shaped us into the young men and women we are 

today. A special thanks to Mrs. Maloney, our President and Principal. Mrs. Maloney, since your 

arrival our sophomore year, you have done so much for our school and our class. You 

wholeheartedly support any student venture, provided it's within reason. For this, and for 

everything else you do, thank you. 

 

 To Immaculate's Class of 2017, I also say, "Thank you." Together, we've had good times 

and bad, laughter and tears, but most importantly, we've made memories that we will treasure 

for the rest of our lives. Moving forward, we will take these memories with us to the next phase 

of our journey through life. As we face an uncertain future, we have these experiences to look 

back on. And hopefully we learn from our past mistakes and cherish our best moments. 

Although none of us knows what the future holds for us, that's okay. We may stumble as we 

aspire towards our goals; we may fall on the path before us, but failure is unavoidable in the 

pursuit of success. As author J.K. Rowling once said, "It is impossible to live without failing at 

something, unless you live so cautiously that you might as well not have lived at all - in which 

case, you fail by default." Failure is not the end; rather, it is a sign that you cared about 

something enough to invest your time and effort into it, regardless of the outcome. 

 



 Class of 2017, we are now on the last page of this chapter of our lives. As we prepare to 

place new words on a fresh page, I encourage you all to pursue your passions and find your 

happiness in life. The future is yours and we should all eagerly anticipate what the books of our 

lives contain. Congratulations to my fellow graduates! I wish you all the best of luck in all your 

endeavors. 

 


